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Joseph will nurse hatred against us and then he will surely repay us all the evil that we did -Insenh stopped inviting them to his palace (Gur Aryeh).

him.” 16 So they instructed that Joseph be told, “Your father gave orders before his death,
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even among the best of children, but as long as their parents are alive,

the children, for the sake of the parents, avoid conflict.

*After the parents have died, the bond is loosened; the children no MM " nwIn ]ﬁw 4 Lk
longer meet so frequently. Without father and mother as focal point, ———
the children grow apart. Here especially, it was only natural for this to ' e
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to the head of the table than Judah — who is king among the prn e S
brothers,"*  =ing xavj y3epa nbynbs — and he would also seat Sa
me above Reuben — who is the firstborn."® 1z g myay s oveb Bl e

to sit above them."™  y3 ywais &b 1m — But [the brothers] did
not say this, i.e., they did not interpret Joseph’s actions in this

ashion,  "nEh MV - RY% — rather, they said, “Perhaps - e
Joseph will nurse hatred against us.”'*
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Of all the episodes discussed in Sefer Bereishis, Yosef’s is surely
related at the greatest length and is the most detailed. The story of
_his dreams, his conflict with his brothers, his slavery and impris-
Qnment, his rise to power, and the reuniting of his family span the

course of four parshiyos, almost one third of the Sefer. In contrast,

the lives of the Avos themselves are described in far less detail.
Strely, this is because Yosef's story has the greatest relevance

to our own lives. It was the senseless hatred between the brothers

that ultimately led to their descent into Egypt, where their children
were enslaved and tortured for hundreds of years. Many generations
later, punishment was again exacted, when R’ Akiva and nine fellow
Tannaim were executed by the Romans, to atone for the sin of the
ten brothers, who sold Yosef into slavery. Although we cannot claim
to understand the depth of Hashem'’s judgment, or His ultimate plan
for His nation, it is quite clear that the direct cause of our suffering,
both now and throughout our history, is the unjustifiable strife and
bickering among us.

We conclude Sefer Bereishis, and the narrative of the lives of the
Avos, with this one ¢rucial message, which calls out te each and

every one of us. The senseless bickering among us is the cause of
our troubles. Only by bridging the gaps between our hearts can we

hope to be redeemed, may it be soon and in our days.

172 O RAV ASHER WEISS ON THE PARASHAH

-

H
f7apnY nmm YW 0TI YW nTona
W nIWonn YT WK IR ORW ¥a 933

./1‘7w nIoAN YT TR IR YA OR D
M3 TiPYY nXN PR RY IOR AR NBERI
( prnm wpamt nxm PInwn YaR R
" maonn [pnY Y9 YW Dmwaw ARy
59% 17 WY DR MK WR Y % 0w
gwhn pmom ,whn M vmow m:n-/‘l
,07R 592 W IR RR T ORI YT
bysr AR Yo LW ANroan wr MR YoM
ayp Yaa1 0% WA (MocR AR MEYY npv?
23R MIIonn wnY IR Anbn XN L
T }n gb wew pmoenn by W
b3 R jn3 Txen chy Mn %D ;v 99Y
DR 9%°7 7h3 ™an Y¥XY 01 ona nimog
JO0R mpaa rnamn o

DWIpR YR a7 P Mot e M
Sl movpn omata oevnaw
NN PR WD IROYW  (IRY
27,0272 BTN VY DRI T
(mmonn oy 75 IR WY DMWY WIR
Cmix% wn nuywa x2% 2793 0 Rbark
i axa bubim nwan YD H T
XD IR B0 A NN XY IRW nawnnn
I D 72T RY IR LAY N0 AWW °hR
190 T *91.8°0 nnRa Yar o aww kY
PRY MR YN M0 ,937 AR 1722 Moy
oYY TR R vn Pe T avapn~r
X2ni KWW RDYTOI PI R 957 2OM
PR OTPAN YY pRonn nwaIn TIvnnwd
T ®YR ana Yuvie opn R XD
LR pronan  Rnw  nmwiab m'nnb'

P o3 Ny v yran by Yhenah
%D AWW PR IR MW 71 1M0nnn
"W "3IRM X 950 P

Y TR Yow AwRIn hwvn ovoy N
WDDR WY OnYY IRTWOW MY HRN
J%w non 1 up phna aeR ,non Hoa RY
TWHBR PRI RPHM IR NY W DD APX
Jrana p b
(o

X Mona ox WERw mawn DR
Yw o nibynn caab bax monx
LRIPWHT RNAPY NT Y0 i A mien
anY X7 ,2°an Yo» 2730 X PARRA M3
™MomRn DR Y ,O°PIRY DUORYHD
M OINIW YT RTBWIW MM LA Jopn
Yy mbononn ,h1or 5% DIRA YD nR 71
R Yo7 Sw 1pwa nvab P omim
robyn Y5 Ay o Y5 nR mmb\s
bwn IPRY pD 110nn bW ,0onieyi
oYY T3 RHDY IrEY ot tatn nnb
naant vE ohYENm  PRT YD WK
mra Yan onmmen b nprmn
SIRYDIT NUIRD DR pemawmy  oebbnn
JUoI0T_ By MR R L8R YW Brm
mup TP APR Reb  nom nban
L9 yawe mwen 0% 11 N1 nrRY
TUE ANAn Nena owan P ’% Mp
nR AN I anpnin YD il
XW7 1 ,DRYBIN DT AN YW nwann




Jo 7

ashi writes that prior to Yaakov’s death, Yosef used to invite his
r_erothers to dine with him; however, he ceased to do so after
}(’aakov’s death. This change caused the brothers to perceive

that their father was dead. This presents us with a twofold difficulty: First,
how did the lack of Yosef's hospitality cause the brothers to perceive
Yaakov's death? And, second, why did Yosef stop inviting his brothers?
Unlike Yaakov and his children, who lived away from Egyptian
society in the land of Goshen, Yosef was the country’s ruler, and he

PIRKEI TORAH

[resided in Egypt itself. When the brothers dined with Yosef, they had to

| leave their safe haven in Goshen and venture forth into the spiritual
dangers of Egypt. However, as long as Yaakov lived, the brothers were
unaffected by the spiritual decay of Egypt. Yaakov's death left the
brothers withouyt a protective shield, and Yosef did not want to put them
in spirituaﬂy‘ﬁangeroﬁs’ circumstances; he therefore ceased to invite
them to Egypt. He himself, however, had already lived for twenty-two
years in Egypt without the safeguard of Yaakov and had established for
himself a protective guard against the surrounding influences. His
brothers, however, had not, and he could not put them in spiritual

danger. Yosef's ceasing to invite his brothers caused them to “perceive

Yaakov’s death”; i.e., it caused them to realize his absence to a greater
extent.

. Wl Heards Gl of  Foeth- Ri Salacen

Let us listen to the words of the Rambam (Mishneh Torah,
Hilchos Dei’os 6:1), “It is human nature to be influenced in one’s
/ (fricws and actions by one’s associates and friends and to adopt the
:ustoms of the people in one’s country. Therefore, a person must
attach himself to righteous people and always live among scholars
n order to learn from their deeds. A person must also distance
aimself from evildoers who walk in darkness in order to avoid
jearning from their deeds ... Should he find himself in a country
whose customs are bad and whose people do not follow the right
way, he should move to a place of righteous people who behave
properly. If all the countries he has visited or knows by reputation
behave improperly, as is the case in our times, or if war or pestilence
prevents him from traveling abroad, he should withdraw into his
own privacy ... If the people are so evil and sinful that they do not
allow him to remain in the country unless he joins the rest of soci-
ety ‘and adopts their evil practices, he should go dwell in caves,
among the thorns or in the wilderness, but he should not behave
as the sinful do ...” .
\“ The Rambam makes a strong statement. This is human nature.
It is the way a person is created. It is normal and to be expected

that a person will tend to behave as his friends do and as is com-
mon in the environment of the country in which he lives.
o+ Therefcre, a person must always make sure to live among the

SE—

¢ Tighteous and-avoid the sinful. In the very first psalm, King David
praises the person who avoids the evil, the sinful and the mockers.

»¥p Let us take a closer look at the introductory words of the
Rambam. “It is human nature to be influenced in one’s views
and actions by one’s associates and friends and to adopt the cus-
toms of the people in one’s country.” It seems to me that the
Rambam makes two distinct statements here, that he identifies
o distinct sources of influence. One, a person is influenced by
associates and friends. Two, a person is influenced by the envi-

i il 2

¢

ronment in his country.

o Tt scems that if a person finds himself “in a country” with a
h:flrmtul environment, he will resist its influence if his “associates
andl Fiends” are strong in their Yiddishkeit, even if they live far

away. The only way to counteract the negative influence of his sur-
roundings is to maintain a positive influence through associates
and friends.

290 @ WITH HEARTS FULL OF LOVE

very week, when the magnificent spiritual experience we
call Shabbos comes to an end, we greet the new week
| with a solemn statement. We bless and express out grat-
-4 itude to the Ribono Shel Olam Who “separates the holy
from the secular, the light from the darkness, the Jewish people
from the nations of the world.” We know that to keep ourselves
pure and holy we must make g clear separation between our own
society and the decadent cultures of the gentile nations.

The Beis Halevi draws a comparison among these three separa-
tions. We can see plainly that the separation between light and
darkness is demarcated by twilight, which is the closest light and
darkness can ever come to each other, There are also similar lines of
demarcation between the holy and the secular, between the Jewish
people and the nations of the world. Just as it is impossible for
light and darkness to be fully together, so too is it impossible for
.the holy and the secular, the Jewish people and the secular world,
to be fully together. There is a line, a margin that simply cannot be
crossed. That is how the Ribono Shel Olam designed the world.

Should anyone attempt to cross these lines of demarcation, the
Beis Halevi concludes, and try to come close to the gentile nations
and participate fully in their culture, the gentiles themselves will

_push him away. The space of separation is unbridgeable.

From painful knowledge, we know that this is true. Our history
has shown very clearly that the separation between light and dark-
ness, between the Jewish people and the gentile culture is always
there, whether we establish it for ourselves or whether the gentiles
force it upon us. It is inescapable.

The challenge of our generation is to enjoy the blessings the
Ribono Shel Olam has granted us without losing sight of that.
critical line of separation. It is far better that we establish it our-
selves on our own terms than to have the gentiles do it for us, not

so gently.

Rt
Not long ago, someone told me, with quite a bit of pride, that
he took his family to Orlando on Chol Hamoed Sukkos. “We had
@ sukkah. There were minyanim and even a Daf Yomi shiur. There
were hundreds of frum Jews there — many of them bnei Torah'”
Many bnei Toah? If that is so, then I must be mistaken in my
Mefinition of bnei Torah! While it is certainly important to make
Chol Hamoed an enjoyable and memorable experience for the
children, is it necessary to make faraway amusement parks the
Jocus of this experience? Will a Chol Hamoed spent in this fashion
enhance the children’s overall appreciation for the Yamim Tovim?
And I'm not even talking about all the questionable aspects of
going to such places. What happened to the time-honored tradi-
tions of sharing the Yom Tov joys with grandparents and other
family, perhaps even visiting gedolim — and taking the children
to a park for a few hours? Why shouldn’t the children come away
from a Chet Hamoed with a little inspiration?
What have we come to? Where have we lost the separation
between the holy and the secular, between the Jewish people and

the rest of the world?

7



£la

127 1NiN3 pram A7 s poy a1 — R’ Yitzchak said: It was that
while in Canaan to bury his father, [Joseph] went and peered
into that pit."®® oy ow’ Ko aana X5 X RPN Y MK —
In this regard too, R’ Tanchuma said: [Joseph] was motivated
only for the sake of Heaven.”™ 13 ymx X om — But [the
brothers] did not say this, i.e., they did not interpret Joseph’s
actions in this fashion, ~nEi MV H” Kpx — rather, they said,
“Perhaps Joseph will nurse hatred against us.”

b

199. Le., the pit into which he had been thrown by his brothers prior to
their selling him as a slave (see above, 37:22-24). When the brothers saw
Joseph peering into the pit, they saw it as an indication that he was still
bitter over what had happened to him and perhaps as a not-so-subtle re-
minder to them of their sins against him (Matnos Kehunah, Eitz Yosef).
They were therefore concerned that his heretofore benevolent approach
to them had been only in deference to their father, and that now with
Jacob dead his attitude toward them would change (see also Tanchuma,
Vayechi §17).

200. He wished to recite a blessing in recognition of the great miracle
that God had wrought for him there; see Berachos 64a (Matnos Kehunah,
Eitz Yosef, from Tanchuma loc. cit.).
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Rote The Prophet Yeshayahu protests this, when he says,
Mitzvos  “Their fear of Me was like a human command performed
by rote.””® Yeshayahu's protest is not just over the fact
that people perform mitzvos by rote. He says, “Their fear of Me.”
He is talking about their yiras Shamayim! Even a person’s fear of
Heaven can be by rote. It can be out of habit, without thought.
Our perception of Hashem, of the siddur and the Chumash,
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" is thatof a five-year-old-child. This is indeed “those who are far.” )
It is serving Hashem from a distance of thirty years, from the)

time we first came to know Him. Only someone who “recently
drew close to Hashem,” who just now renewed himself, is

among “those who are close.”
Here are some more examples: Every Shabbos we recite the

Nishmas prayer. If we weuld pay careful attention to the words

we are saying, we would be filled with inner excitement.
The Chafetz Chaim once asked someone if he noticed that in
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the Hatov veHameitiv blessing of Birkas HaMazon, we are asking

for no less than fifteen different things.

Are we aware of what we are saying? It goes like this: “May
He bestow upon us forever, for grace (1), for kindness (2) and
for mercy (3), for relief (4), rescue (5) and success (6), blessing
@) — the word berachah stems from the word bereichah, “pool,”
denoting abundance) and salvation (8), consolation (9), subsis-
tence (10) and livelihood (11 — even if a person has a subsistence,

" he does not necessarily have the means for his own livelihood),

and mercy (12) and life (13) and peace (14) and everything good

(@). And may He never cause us to lack any goodness.”,

Did we notice all these requests? If not, it is because we got

into the habit of reciting Birkas HaMazon when we were still in

Ereschool.
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